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1
CONSTRUCTION MACHINE

The invention relates to a construction machine according
to the preamble to claim 1.

The construction machine comprises a carrier unit, a boom
mounted pivotally on the carrier unit, an erection support for
erecting and/or holding the boom by means of a guy cable
tensioned between the boom and the erection support and a
safety cable which can be tensioned along the boom to secure
a user.

In order to control, assemble or execute repair works it is
frequently necessary to walk-on the boom of such a construc-
tion machine. For this purpose, the boom is hereby usually
brought into a lying or horizontal position so that a user can
move on an upper side of the boom.

DE 102009018 689 A1 discloses a boom element with two
support struts which can be folded out, between which a
safety cable can be tensioned to secure a user. The user can be
suspended in the safety cable via a safety karabiner for fall
prevention.

A further securing device for securing persons when
accessing a crane boom is known from DE 10 2010 025 481
Al. Rails are arranged on the longitudinal sides of a grating
on the boom, in which rails sliding elements are guided which
can be connected to a safety belt of the user.

It is an object of the invention to indicate a construction
machine with a reliable and at the same time easy-to-use fall
prevention means.

The object is achieved according to the invention through a
construction machine having the features of claim 1. Pre-
ferred embodiments are indicated in the dependent claims.

It is provided according to the invention that a cable sup-
port with a first attachment point for the safety cable is
arranged at a head end of the boom, that a second attachment
point for the safety cable is provided on the erection support,
and that the safety cable can be tensioned between the first
attachment point on the cable support and the second attach-
ment point on the erection support along the boom.

A first core idea of the invention can be seen in providing a
securing facility for a user which facilitates securing essen-
tially along the whole length of the boom. The safety cable is
for this purpose tensioned between the head-side end of the
boom and the erection support which is usually attached to the
carrier unit. In order to tension the safety cable along the
boom, merely a single attachment point is thus required on the
boom itself. This is provided on a cable support at the head
end of the boom. The opposite end of the safety cable is fixed
to the erection support which—as also the boom—is usually
pivotally mounted on the carrier unit. The tensioning of the
safety cable can thus be managed particularly simply by
pivoting the erection support.

The safety cable tensioned between the erection support
and the cable support at the head end of the boom additionally
offers the advantage that possibly present boom elements, of
which the boom may be composed, do not each have to have
individual fixing means for the safety cable. The boom or the
individual boom elements can therefore be produced particu-
larly cost-effectively.

The manageability of the fall prevention means can be
further improved according to the invention by a cable winch
being arranged on the erection support and/or on the cable
support for receiving and/or tensioning the safety cable. The
safety cable can be wound during the working operation of
the construction machine onto the cable winch and is thus
securely held. In order to provide fall prevention means, the
cable can be wound from the cable winch and fixed to the
opposing attachment point. The cable winch additionally
facilitates a simple tensioning of the safety cable.

The cable support can be adjustable in a preferred embodi-
ment of the invention between a securing position and a
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retracted position. In the securing position the cable support is
orientated so that the safety cable can be tensioned parallel to
the longitudinal axis of the boom between the two attachment
points. The cable support hereby projects, when the boom is
lying, upwards in relation to the boom. In the retracted posi-
tion, the cable support is preferably arranged at least partially
within the cross-section of the boom so that it does not impair
the regular operation of the construction machine.

It is particularly preferable that the cable support is
attached pivotably to the head end of the boom. The cable
support can preferably be pivoted between a projecting secur-
ing position and a retracted position. In the projecting secur-
ing position the cable support preferably projects in relation
to the cross-section of the boom, while in the retracted posi-
tion it is arranged at least extensively within the boom cross-
section.

It is preferred according to the invention for the cable
support to project in the securing position, when the boom is
lying, upwards in relation to the boom, and to extend in the
retracted position into a side axial region beside the head end
of the boom. With reference to an erected boom this means
that the cable support projects in the securing position later-
ally in relation to the boom and extends in the retracted
position into a region above the head end of the boom. It is
thus possible for the safety cable to be tensioned over the
whole boom, while the safety cable is kept securely above the
boom in regular working operation of the construction
machine.

It is particularly advantageous if the cable support extends
in the securing position, preferably also in the retracted posi-
tion, starting from its attachment point, away from the attach-
ment point of the boom on the carrier unit—the boom base.
The force of the safety cable can hereby be introduced par-
ticularly favourably into the boom.

According to the invention it is further preferable for the
safety cable to be guided in the retracted position of the cable
support via a deflection means on the boom. The deflection
means is arranged particularly advantageously so that the
cable support can be raised through a pulling force transmit-
ted via the safety cable, when the boom is lying, based on the
retracted position and in particular can be conveyed into the
security position.

Accordingly it is particularly preferable for the cable sup-
port to be pivotable by means of the safety cable between the
securing position and the retracted position. In particular, it is
hereby to be understood that the cable support can be pivoted
by means of a pulling force of the safety cable. The pulling
force of the safety cable can be produced for example by
pivoting the erection support and/or by activating the cable
winch.

According to a further preferred embodiment it is provided
that the safety cable can be tensioned in the securing position
of the cable support against a stop. The cable support is for
this purpose attached to the boom in such a way that it
extends, starting from its attachment point, in the direction of
the boom tip or away from the boom base. The stop can be
fixed or adjustable. In order to provide adequate cable ten-
sioning, a tensioning means is provided. Alternatively or
additionally, the cable support can be locked in the securing
position and/or the retracted position. The cable support is
preferably made of metal.

In order to tension the safety cable it is preferable for the
safety cable to be tensionable by activating the cable winch
and/or raising the erection support. A particularly powerful
cable tensioning can hereby be achieved.

In order to protect the user, even without the safety cable
being tensioned, for example before the assembly or after the
disassembly thereof, it is preferable for at least one attach-
ment point for a suspension cable for direct connection to the
user to be present on the erection support. The user can secure
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himself with the suspension cable, which is fixed for example
to a safety belt of the user, directly to the erection support.

The invention is further explained below using a preferred
embodiment which is shown in the attached schematic draw-
ings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a construction machine according to the
invention with a cable support in a retracted position;

FIG. 2 shows a construction machine according to the
invention with a cable support in a securing position and

FIG. 3 shows a construction machine according to the
invention with a user secured directly on an erection support.

The same components or those having the same effect have
the same reference symbols in all the figures.

A construction machine 10 according to the invention com-
prises a carrier unit 12 with an undercarriage 14 and an upper
structure 16 which is rotationally mounted on the under-
carriage 14 about a vertical rotation axis. A boom 20 is
mounted on the upper structure 16 so that it can be pivoted
about a horizontal boom pivot axis 22. The grating-like boom
20 can be pivoted between a substantially horizontal lowered
or lying position, which is shown in the figures, and an erected
operating position (not shown). In the lying position of the
boom 20 a longitudinal axis of the boom 20 extends approxi-
mately horizontally. The end of the boom 20, lying opposite
the boom pivot axis 22, which is also described as the head
end 21 of the boom 20, forms a lateral longitudinal end of the
boom 20 in the lying position of the boom 20.

In order to erect and/or hold the boom 20, an erection
support 40 is provided which is mounted on the upper struc-
ture 16 so as to be pivotable about an erection support pivot
axis 48. A guy cable 18 can be tensioned between the boom 20
and the erection support 40, of which guy cable merely a cable
end is shown in the figures. A further guy cable can be ten-
sioned between the erection support 40 and the carrier unit 12.

The boom 20 comprises, in the lowered position, an upper
side face 24, which can be accessed by a user for maintenance
or assembly purposes. For this purpose, grating can for
example be arranged on the corresponding side face 24,
whereby persons can walk on said grating.

In order to secure the user walking on the side face 24 of the
boom 20, a safety cable 28 is tensioned above and along the
boom 20. The safety cable 28 is fixed on the one hand to a
cable fixed point and on the other hand wound onto a cable
winch 42. The cable fixed point is located on a cable support
30 which is pivotally mounted on the boom 20. The rotation-
ally mounted cable winch 42 for receiving the safety cable 28
is mounted on the erection support 40. In principle the cable
winch 42 could, however, also be provided on the cable sup-
port 30 and the cable fixed point on the erection support 40.

The fixing point of the safety cable 28 on the cable support
30 forms a first attachment point 32 for the safety cable 28.
The cable winch 42 forms a second attachment point 44. The
cable support 30 is arranged at the head end 21 of the boom 20
and can be pivoted between a lowered retracted position, as
shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, and a securing position, as shown in
FIG. 2.

The cable support 30 is attached to the head end 21 at the
height of the upper side face 24 of the boom 20 and extends in
the lowered retracted position from its pivot axis 34, in par-
ticular inclined, downwards, in particular in a direction facing
away from the boom base. The cable support 30 is thus
located, in the lowered position of the boom 20, laterally
beside the boom 20.

In its securing position (FIG. 2) the cable support 30 is
upwardly pivoted in relation to the retracted position and
extends from the pivot axis 34 in an inclined manner upwards,
preferably in a direction facing away from the boom base.
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The attachment point 32 for the safety cable 28 on the cable
support 30 is located on an end region lying opposite the pivot
axis 34, said end region being accessible in the lowered
retracted position of the cable support 30 by a user on the
ground. The safety cable 28 can thus be fixed to the cable
support 30 without danger by a user on the ground. In order to
produce the securing position, a pulling force is transferred to
the safety cable 28 at the second attachment point 44 by
rotating the cable winch 42 and/or erecting the erection sup-
port 40, said pulling force erecting the cable support 30. The
safety cable 28 can thus be erected very simply and without
danger.

The safety cable 28 is guided in the retracted position of the
cable support 30 via a deflecting means 36, for example a
deflection roller. This is arranged offset relative to the pivot
axis 34 of the cable support 30 so that the cable support 30 can
be pivoted by means of a pulling force of the safety cable 28.

A ladder 29 is fixed to the boom 20, via which ladder 29 the
user can access the upper side 24 of the boom 20. By means
of'a suspension cable 26, which can be fixed to a safety belt of
the user, he can hang in the safety cable 28 and thus protect
himself from falling from the boom 20. Alternatively, he can
hang with the suspension cable 26 directly at an attachment
point 46 on the erection support 40 in order to secure himself,
even without a safety cable, on the boom 20, as shown in FIG.
3.

The safety cable 28 can be set up as follows: The foldable
cable support 30, which is located on the boom head, with the
cable fixed point, is initially folded forwards and downwards
due to its own weight without the tensioned safety cable 28.
The safety cable 28 is suspended at the fixed point and guided
via the deflection means 36 in the region of the rotation axis
34 of the cable support 30 to the cable winch 42 on the
erection support 40. The erection support 40 is pulled up
and/or the securing cable winch 42 is activated. The cable
support 30, which can also be described as a folding support,
is hereby erected, and the safety cable 28 is tensioned over the
whole boom length.

All in all, the construction machine according to the inven-
tion constitutes a simple to set up and activate and at the same
time reliable fall prevention means for a user moving on a
lying boom fixed to a carrier unit.

The invention claimed is:

1. Construction machine with

a carrier unit,

a boom mounted pivotably on the carrier unit,

an erection support mounted on the carrier unit for erecting
or holding the boom by means of a guy cable tensioned
between the boom and the erection support and

a safety cable for securing a user which can be tensioned
along the boom,

wherein

a cable support with a first attachment point for the safety
cable is arranged at a head end of the boom,

a second attachment point for the safety cable is provided
on the erection support, and

the safety cable can be tensioned between the first attach-
ment point on the cable support and the second attach-
ment point on the erection support along the boom.

2. Construction machine according to claim 1,

wherein

a cable winch is arranged on at least one of the erection
support and the cable support for tensioning the safety
cable.
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3. Construction machine according to claim 1,

wherein

the cable support is pivotably attached to the head end of
the boom.

4. Construction machine according to claim 1,

wherein

the cable support can be adjusted between a securing posi-
tion and a retracted position.

5. Construction machine according to claim 4,

wherein

the cable support projects in the securing position, when
the boom is lying, upwards in relation to the boom and
extends, in the retracted position, into a lateral axial
region beside the head end of the boom.

6. Construction machine according to claim 4,

wherein

the safety cable is guided in the retracted position of the
cable support via a deflection means on the boom.

7. Construction machine according to claim 4,

wherein

the cable support can be pivoted by means of the safety
cable between the securing position and the retracted
position.
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8. Construction machine according to claims 4,

wherein

the securing cable can be tensioned in the securing position
of the cable support against a stop.

9. Construction machine according to claim 1,

wherein

the safety cable can be tensioned by activating a cable
winch or raising the erection support.

10. Construction machine according to claim 1,

wherein

at least one attachment point for a suspension cable is
available on the erection support for direct connection to
the user.

11. Construction machine according to claim 1,

wherein

said boom is pivotably mounted on the carrier unit via a
first pivot axis thereof and said erection support is piv-
otably mounted on the carrier unit via a second pivot axis
thereof wherein the first pivot axis is positioned different
from the second pivot axis on the carrier unit.
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